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COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT

-- Course Syllabus Level III --
INFS 4170 GLOBAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, & ETHICAL ISSUES IN COMPUTING
	Section A







Tuesday Evenings








6:00 – 8:50 PM
Room – Hale 306
	


INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Gary Alan Davis

OFFICE:  463 Student Center


E-MAIL:  davis@rmu.edu


PHONE:  412-269-4892


WEBSITE: http://home.comcast.net/~profdavis 
(also available via RMU website – simply search on “davis”) 

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon, Tues, & Thurs from 10 am to noon


     or by appointment
COURSE INFORMATION________________________________________________

COURSE MATERIAL:

1.
 Text:
 Case Studies in Information Technology Ethics, Second Edition, by Richard                   Spinello, (Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2003)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

INFS 4170 will cover general issues related to various economic, ethical, and social frameworks and move to topics specifically related to computers. Emphasis is placed on the study of ethical questions that arise as a consequence of the development and deployment of computers and computing technologies. Moral and social ethical and economic issues will be identified and brought into focus, giving the student a means to understand them and make wise decisions. Case studies will be used to facilitate discussions in areas such as; economics of information systems, computer crime and hacking, computer software ownership, database privacy, risks of computing, professional liability, internet freedom in computing, and international laws and punishment. The Global impact of Information Technology on individuals and society will be highlighted. The student will be required to participate in class debates and present a paper on some area of these issues surrounding computing and society.
Prerequisites --- 90 credits 

PRIMARY GOAL/OBJECTIVES:  

INFS 4170 Global, Economical, Social, & Ethical Issues in Computing provides the student with the tools necessary to make good ethical decisions in their role as an information technology professional in a global context.
COURSE STRUCTURE: 

The methods used in INFS 4170 include lecture, student-led classroom discussion, case study analysis, and written assignments. Students will be required to analyze and synthesize case studies. Student groups will be responsible for leading classroom Debates concerning ethical issues in information technology. Students will also be responsible for an analysis paper concerning a current issue in information technology ethics.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:
The student is responsible for doing all the respective reading assignments prior to the scheduled lectures.  

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:
The student is responsible for completing all assignments within the allotted periods of time as outlined by the instructor. Written assignment due dates will be established either in the syllabus or provided to the students when relevant lectures are completed.

Important notes:

1. Late assignments will be reduced one (1) letter grade for each day the assignment is overdue

2. The student is responsible to back up his/her valuable diskette files appropriately

3. The student must protect his/her assignments, files, diskettes, etc. from copying by other students and against viruses.

4. Significant time outside of class is necessary to work on the various components of the written assignments.

MAKE UP EXAMS:

Make up examinations WILL NOT be given.  The only exception to this rule is an emergency situation (i.e., severe student illness or death in the family).  The instructor reserves the right to determine if a situation constitutes an emergency and if a make up exam will be given.
FOLLOW‑UP:
IIf a student does not fully understand a lecture subject or assignment and would like further explanation, the student is responsible to raise the topic(s) for discussion in class.  If further explanation is required on an individual basis, the student is encouraged to see the instructor during office hours or make an appointment.

A
ATTENDANCE:

R

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class period.  The CIS Department’s 25% Absence Policy will be enforced; that is, if a student misses 25% or more of the allotted semester classes, he/she will automatically receive a letter grade of F.  The student is responsible for keeping a record of missed classes.  
If a student is absent from a class session, that student is responsible for turning in (on time) any assignments that are due or completed/collected during that class session.  It is the responsibility of the student (not the instructor) to stay current on class assignments.  

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

Your final grade will be calculated using weighted percentages, with each of the following categories contributing, as listed:

                                             Exam 1



 20%

                                             Case Study Mini-Analyses

 20%

                                             Analysis Paper



 20%

                                          
Class Debate Facilitation


 20%


Class Attendance/Participation
 20%






100%

Your final grade will be calculated as follows:  
GRADING SCALE:

92.51 – 100 %  A

89.51 -  92.5     A-

86.51 -  89.5     B+

82.51 -  86.5     B

79.51 -  82.5     B-

76.51 -  79.5     C+

69.51 -  76.5     C

59.51 -  69.5     D

  0.0  -  59.5      F

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS:
Students who may be eligible to receive learning support or physical accommodations must contact the Center for Student Success at 412-262-8349 to schedule an appointment with a counselor and to learn more about accommodation procedures. To receive accommodations in this course, arrangements must be made through the Center for Student Success.

GENERAL TOPIC OUTLINE 
	Week
	DESCRIPTION
	EST. TIME 

(based on a 15 week sem.)
	REFERENCE TO TEXTBOOK MATERIALS, TUTORIALS, or READING SUPPLEMENTS

	1 (1/9)
	· Course intro & syllabus review

· Textbook orientation, Web Files

· Introduction to IT Ethics
· Group Assignments

· Topic Assignments


	1 week
	

	2 (1/16)
	Ethical Framework Discussion

	1 week
	Read Chapter 1

	3 (1/23)
	Continue Ethical Framework Discussion

	1 week
	Chapter 1 (continued)

	4 (1/30)


	Exam – Ethical Frameworks

	1 week
	Exam (Chapter 1 & Class Discussions)


	5 (2/6)


	Video – Information Privacy
	1 week
	Review video for Analysis Paper


	6 (2/13)


	Video – Information Privacy (continued) 


	1 week
	Review video for Analysis Paper

	 7 (2/20)
	Class Debate Topic #1:
Free Expression in Cyberspace
	1 week
	Analysis Paper Due

Chapter 2 Case Mini-Analyses due


	8 (2/27)
	Class Debate Topic #2:
Intellectual Property Issues I:

Software Ownership


	1 week
	Chapter 3 Case Mini-Analyses Due


	 (3/6)
	SPRING BREAK  

No Undergraduate Classes

	1 week
	


	Week
	DESCRIPTION
	EST. TIME 

(based on a 15 week sem.)
	REFERENCE TO TEXTBOOK MATERIALS, TUTORIALS, or READING SUPPLEMENTS

	9 (3/13)
	Class Debate Topic #3:

Intellectual Property Issues II:

Digital Music, Interconnectivity, & Trespass


	1 week
	Chapter 4 Case Mini-Analyses Due



	10 (3/20)
	Class Debate Topic #4:

Privacy & Information Access

	1 week
	Chapter 5 Case Mini-Analyses Due



	11 (3/27)
	Class Debate Topic #5:

Security & Cybercrime

	1 week
	Chapter 6 Case Mini-Analyses Due



	12 (4/3)
	Class Debate Topic #6:

Liability, Reliability, & Safety Issues

	1 week
	Chapter 7 Case Mini-Analyses Due



	13 (4/10)
	Class Debate Topic #7:

Fair Competition & Internet Access

	1 week
	Chapter 8 Case Mini-Analyses Due



	14 (4/17)
	Class Wrap Up


	1 week                   
	Wrap Up & Review

	15 (4/24)
	FINALS WEEK
	1 week
	


SUMMARY OF TEST DATES / IMPORTANT DUE DATES

	Week
	Item



	4 (1/30)


	Exam 1 (Chapters 1 & Class Discussions)


	7 (2/20)
	
Analysis Paper Due


	7 through 13
(2/20 – 4/10)


	Group-Led Classroom Debates
(See Group Assignments)



	7 through 13

(2/20 – 4/10)


	Case Mini-Analyses Due



FINAL NOTE TO STUDENTS

The instructor reserves the right to modify any schedule or policy in this class syllabus at any time throughout the class.  Modifications may be made as necessary to improve the learning experience or learning environment of the student.  Any such modifications will be announced during regular class or exam meeting times.
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