IT Project Management Buzzword Quiz

Instructions: Define as many IT Project Management Buzzwords as you can in 10 minutes (i.e., Timebox!).  Also, can you think of a “formal” project management term from the text that describes the buzzword?

	Buzzword
	Definition
	Related ITPM Term

	Backburner
	
	

	Ballpark
	
	

	Bells & whistles
	
	

	Best practice
	
	

	Boil the ocean
	
	

	Brown bag
	
	

	Close the loop
	
	

	Dog & pony
	
	

	Go live
	
	

	Gray hair
	
	

	Hit the ground running
	
	

	Invading Europe
	
	

	Kick the tires
	
	

	Let it be written, let it be danced
	
	

	Look under the covers/under hood
	
	

	Low hanging fruit
	
	

	Out of the loop
	
	

	Paradigm / Paradigm Shift
	
	

	Rear its ugly head
	
	

	Roll-Out
	
	

	Shepherd
	
	

	Showstopper
	
	

	Smoke & mirrors
	
	

	Soup to Nuts
	
	

	Strawcase/Strawman/Strawdog
	
	


Can you think of any other IT project management buzzwords?

IT Project Management Buzzwords

A#@holes & elbows

Backburner

Bandwidth

Behind the 8-ball

Bells & whistles

Benchmark

Bend your ear

Bite the bullet

Best practice

Boil the ocean

Bricks and mortar

Brown bag

Bug in your ear

Bumba

Burning platform 

Buy-in

Call-out

Chalk talk

Chasing our tail

Clicks and mortar

Close the loop

Close to the vest

Come to Jesus

Critical mass

Crunch mode 

Dog & pony 

Drivers

Due diligence 

Enablers

Face time

Farts & Darts

Feast or famine

Feet to the fire 

Forced march

FYI 

Get arms around

Get in bed with 

Get religion

Gig

Go live

Gray hair

Heads-down 

Heads-up

High-level

Hit the ground running

In the loop

In your back pocket

Invading Europe

Kick the tires

Let it written, let it be danced

Level-set

Leverage

Loaves & fishes

Look under the hood

Look under the covers

Low hanging fruit

M.O. (Modus Operendi)

Manage expectations

Marching orders

Mission critical 

Muckety-muck

Naked Kumbaya

Nature of the beast

Offline

On the beach

On the same page

On your plate/off your plate

Out of pocket

Out of the loop 

Outside the box

Parking lot

Pilgrimage 

Process off-line

Proof of concept

Pull rabbit out of hat

Push back

Quick like a bunny

Rear its ugly head

Re-invent the wheel

Road tested

Roll-out

Sanity check

Segue (seg-way)

Sharpen your pencil

Shepherd

Shoot fish in a barrel

Short burn

Showstopper 

Sidebar

Smoke & mirrors

Soup to nuts

Spearhead

Spin our wheels

Spoonfeed

Stepping on toes

Strawcase/strawdog/strawman (person)

Swag 

Tail wagging dog

Time out, dog on the field

Timebox

Trial by fire

Tweak

Value-added

Vaporware 

Walk on water

Warm & fuzzy

Wave a magic wand

Win the battle but lose the war
