Deposition Rubric
Expert Witness(es): _________________________________________________________________________________
Case:_________________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Total

	Organization
	Expert witness never uses a chronological order to describe events and testing methods.
	Expert witness rarely uses a chronological order to describe events and testing methods.
	Expert witness sometimes uses a chronological order to describe events and testing methods.
	Expert witness always uses a chronological order to describe events and testing methods.
	

	Subject Knowledge
	Expert Witness does not have grasp of information; cannot answer questions about subject or makes up false answers.
	Expert Witness is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions.
	Expert Witness is at ease with expected answers to all questions, but fails to elaborate.
	Expert Witness demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) by answering all questions with explanations and elaboration.
	

	Language
	Expert Witness frequently uses technical jargon, acronyms, and/or slang.
	Expert Witness sometimes uses technical jargon, acronyms, and/or slang.
	Expert Witness rarely uses technical jargon, acronyms, and/or slang.
	Expert Witness uses simple, direct language to answer questions and explain procedures.
	

	Exhibits
	Expert Witness's exhibits are confusing or not visible to audience.
	Expert Witness's exhibits are sometimes confusing or at times not visible to audience.
	Expert Witness's exhibits are somewhat clear and easy to understand.
	Expert Witness's exhibits are clear and easy to understand.
	

	Composure
	Expert witness loses control (i.e., becomes argumentative or frustrated during deposition).
	Expert witness occasionally loses control (i.e., sometimes becomes argumentative or frustrated during deposition).
	Expert Witness maintains composure and a professional demeanor throughout most of the deposition.
	Expert Witness always maintains composure and a professional demeanor throughout the deposition.
	

	Eye Contact
	Expert Witness reads all of testimony with no eye contact.
	Expert Witness occasionally uses eye contact, but still reads most of testimony.
	Expert Witness maintains eye contact most of the time but frequently returns to notes.
	Expert Witness maintains eye contact with audience, seldom returning to notes.
	

	Elocution
	Expert Witness mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for members in the back of audience to hear.
	Expert Witness's voice is low. Expert Witness incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing testimony.
	Expert Witness's voice is clear. Expert Witness pronounces most words correctly. Most audience members can hear testimony.
	Expert Witness uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear testimony.
	

	Impartiality
	Expert Witness is NOT impartial and often attempts to serve as an advocate to either attorney.
	Expert Witness is rarely impartial and sometimes attempts to serve as an advocate to either attorney.
	Expert Witness is mostly impartial and rarely attempts to serve as an advocate to either attorney.
	Expert Witness is completely impartial and does not serve as an advocate to either attorney.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total Points:
	


